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! Fretich,” “she said as She threw back

ber cloak and lifted her veil. *“Mon-

§ sieur has probably heard that the Prin-
y cess Hildegarde is a creature of ex-

on
for Women

Are you nervous?
Are you completely exhausted?
Do y~u suffer every month?

” to an

| of trouble.

travagant caprices, and he expects an
escapade.” _

“Your highness wrongs me,” I pro-
tested. “I am an obscure American.
Your highuoess does not share your—
that is”"—

I stopped. not wishing to give the
term escapade to anything she might
do. As a matter of fact she has caus-
ed her reyal guardian, the king. no end
She went to Paris once un-
attended. At another time she roamed
around Heidelberg and slashed a fene-
ing master. She bhad donned a stu-
dent’s garb. She is said to be the finest
swordswoman on the continent. Yet
notwithstanding her caprices she is a
noble minded woman. She does all
these things called social vagaries be-
cause she has a fine scorn for the in-
-nate bhypocrisy of the social organiza-
tion of this country. She loves free-

" dom not wisely, but too well. To go

on:
| “Monsicur wrongs me also,” she said:
' “In what are termed my escapades 1
am alone. You appealed to me,” with
a directness which amazed me. “be-
cause of your handsome face, your ele-
gant form, your bright eyes. You are a
man who loves adventure which has
| the spice of danger in it. My country-
men”"— She crooked one of her bare
shoulders, which shone Fke yellow ivo-
ry in the subdued light. This rank flat-
tery cooled me. A woman who has any
regard for a man is not likely to flatter
him in respect to his looks on so short
and slight an acquaintance.  “Mon-
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GCLD DUST
Wassing Powdar

The taint of decaying particles
of food is absolute poison.

LD 'my principality rather. But frst iet
me try to see if I cannot retain the one
and rid myself of the other. Listen.
Tomorrow night there will be a dinner
here. The king and the inner court
will hold forth. But they will cast
aside their pomp and become for the
time being ordinary people. The prince
will be in Brussels and therefore una-
ble to attend. You are to come in his
stead.”

“1?” in astonishment.

“Even s0,” she smiled. “While the
festivities are at their height you and
I will secretly leave and return to the
city. We shall go immediately to the
station, thence to France.”

Meet a tnous#nd untans to do you serv-
2 ask me to do is quite
new .that 1 should lose
se of failure. 1 rose and
ncernedly as though she

me to join her with a

simple.”

my head in ¢
bowed as und
bad but aske
cup of tea,

“Ah. monsidur, you are a man!” And
she laughed §softly as she saw me
throw back ujy shoulders. There was
unmistakable Jadmiration in her eyes.
“And yet” - fvith a sudden frown.
“there will b danger. You may slip.
You may bec§me injured. Yes. there
is danger.” ¢ :

“Your higlnxzs.x-_" said 1 lowly, com-
pelling her (‘_\'Qgs' to meet mine, “it is not
the danger of2the adventure or its re-
sults that | mgst fear.” 1 was honest
enough to malin my meaning elear.

She blushed? “T said that 1 trusted
monsienr’s hofor.” was her rejoinder.
“Come,” with i return of her imperi-
ousness, “it is §ime that we were gone.”
She drew on hir cloak and dropped the
veil. *I mighg add.” she said, -“that
we will romag in France one hour.
From there you may go your way, and
I shall zo seerejly to my palace.”

And the glamour fell away like the
last leaves of the year.

I had to wake up the driver. whe had
fallen acleep.

“Where shall 1 say?” 1 asked.

“To vour hote. | shall give the driv-
er the remaining instructions.”

“But you haven't told me.” said 1, as
I took my place in the earriage, “how 1
am to become a guest at the dinner to-
morrow evening ™

*U'win give you one mraure 10 lca&
this place,” she said. her tones as evem
and as cold as sudden repressioun
wrath could make them. ] lrust(.*‘
¥ou. and you have dared to take :ui
vantage of what seeined my lwlmes;
ness. It -is well indeed for you ths
you commitied this outraes
is too late.
then.
ever

before ™
I shonld have killed vn:
[ might have known. L‘l;nl‘
A woman trust a mpan?” Shg
lt;mglwd coutemptuously. “Youn woul
a\'e - 'Y » = i v " < .

tnmo:;r‘l‘f‘l;l;,x‘n a thing of scorn, and R

respect for vou is as high as heave
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___\
itself! [ love you. Is there notning Im
that? | am but buman. I am not S

stone image. And you have tempted
me beyond all control. Pardon what

I have done. It was not the want of

respect” —

“Spare me your protestations. I be-
lieve your minute is nearly gone.” she
inferrupted

Aud then - there was a cruneh on the
gravel belind us. The princess and I
turned in dissaay.,  We had forgotten
all abour the anonymoas note. Tweo
' officers were approachi us and rap-
idiv T of two

ng
] -
vlde the o™ -
-
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that if 1 would promise it to be my last |
he would grantdt. [ promised. 1 said
that it was my'fdosirt- to bring to the |
dinner i person who though without |

I looked at her as one in a dream. “I—

zieur,” she proceeded, “this is to be no You' Thence to France?”

B OB R A7 RN

escapade. no caprice. 1 ask your aid
as a desperat: woman.

ARMS AND THE WOTMAN.

(Cgntinued from Sixth Page).

»

hegwas one of the most noted pis-

shoi and swordsmen on the centi- :

t amkl that if | had any particular
rd for my epidermis I would cense
attegidance on the princess al onee.

- . !
g of y-ourse made me more attentive

ever. for | ean hold my own wiih
may when it comes to pistols, and

an hadndle the rapier with some sue- |

|

i “There will be danger.”™

‘\':li one night at the opera that
clingax was brouzht about. 1 sat
DIt
m the roval box where she sat. She
me hind gave me the barest god of
enityon.  PPerhaps she did not wish
attr:li'l the attention of the royal
pnages who sat with her., for the
| struek me as clandestine. Between
first ‘and second acis a note was
pded to me. It was not addressed,
ther \}':ls it signed. But it was for
The bearer spoke my name. As
r as } can remember the note con
ped these words: ,
A capringe will await you two
ks sath. 1t will be without lights.
wilk enter it exaectly ten minutes
pr thefoper is etided.”
t wax all. but it was enough.
e | yeturned to my scat. 1 found
princyss gazing intently at me. 1
: nn;nﬂirmuti\-v westure and was
rdedy with 2 smile which set my
i to Pushing. | made little out of
 last ;i-t. I could not dream what
anongmous note had behind it. |
i('ion.l an iuirizue. bur what use
i she 8or me. an Ameriean, a very
Dody ;iunwllllal;.",llnusu:il was about
take prace. and 1 was to be a wit-
8 or a.participant of it. That was
far as auy 1alent for logieal dedne-
D went.  Promptiy  at the stated
be 1 stoud at the side of the carriage.
was thy plainesi sort .of an affair.
eml_\';fil Lhad been hired for the oc-
ion. The door opened. 7
tep in? monsicur.” said a low voice
Frencli.: 1 obeyed. The horse start-
As w¢ spun along the pavement a
it flaslged into the window. The
Deess sgt Lefore me. There was a
ging iy my ears, and 1 breathed
iekly. s.nt 1 said no word. It was
her to $eak first.
Mousiewr is an Awmerican.” she be-
B, “Thd American is of a chivalrie
e §
hat shpuld be the aim of all men,”
eplied. !
But it i not so. Monsieur, I have
b studying you for the past week.
might I rﬁn(-c my honor and my fame
your hapds. It is for you to prove
it you :#re a knight. [ trust you.
Faen 1 ba{re said what I shall say to
you ipay withdraw or give me
Ir aid. ag you please.” "
1 am grhteful for your confidence,
ur high:‘m’s,“ said I. “What is it
At you wigh me to do?”
Have patience, -monsieur, till the
le is done” she said. *“Do not speak
2in till 1 fermit yvou. I must think.”
he jourpey was accomplished in
f an hour.
It is heroi monsieur, that we alight.”
said as jhe carrtage stopped.
was glag that her opera cloak was
.;lark magerial and that she wore a
il. :
ke buildfpg before which we stood
@5 on the putskirts of the city, Far
2 10 mytleft 1 could see the flicker-
E lights off the palaces. A yellowish
® hung gver all. Once within the
liding I n§ted with surprise the lux-
¥ oUsS appointments. Plainly it -was
P Common gain, a resort for the middle
d traveling classes. Whether.it was

Tonized by thé nobility I could only
Mise,

L)

continue to speak in

« Buffalo,
dicted with
 years,
iCTVeiat)

|
11' the stalls diagonilly across |

At court | can

i find no one to succor me save at the

peril of that which is dearer to me
than my life.
An Englishman? It
| is too much trouble. A Frenchman? 1
would trust him not quite so far as the
door. You are the first American not
connected with the legation T have ev-
er met. Will you help me™”

“If what yon ask me to do is within
my capabilities, I am yours to com-
mand.”

“The reward will be small.”
try me.

I laughed.
I suppose.

AS if te

1 wax so insanely happy,

she persist-
ed: “secret danger. There wiil be scan-
dal.” -

“The
cried.

“Abh. yes,
Balkistan.”

I leaned over thé table and inhaled
the ineffable perfumes which emanat-
ed from her person. Ter? me from
what must [ suecor the princess? Is
she a prisoner in a eastle over which
some ogre rules”  Well, then. I'll be
Sir Galahad.” My jesting tone jarred
on her nerves. SNhe straightened in her
chair.

“Mensieur i= amused,” she said cold-
e

more dangcer the 1

merrier,”

”

smiling; it is the man of
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dition of the mucous lining of the Eus-
tichian Tube. When this tube is in-
flamed vou have rummbling sound or im-
perfect hearing. and when it is entirely
closed, Drafness is the result, and unless
the inflammation can be taken out and
this tub~ restored to its normal condi
tion, hearing will be destroved forever:
nine cases out of ten are caused by Ca-
tarch, which is nothing but an inflamed
condition of the mucous surfaces.
| We will give One hundred Dollars for
: any case of Deafness (caused by Catarrh)
that cannot be cured by Hall’'s Catarrh
Cure. Send for circulars: free,
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“And he asks a theusand pardGus""
cried contritely. “Command me.” and
I grew chiiled and =erious.

“You have heard that I am to wed
Prince Ernst of Wortumborg?”

“Yes.” 1 gnawed the ends of my
mustache.

“Monsieur, it is against my will, my
whole being. 1 have no desire to con-
tribute o principality and a wife to a
‘man who is not worthy of one or the
other. | refuse to become the king's
puppet notwithstanding his power to
take away ‘my principality and leave
me comparatively without resources. [
detest this man so thoroughly that 1
cannot hate him. 1 abbor him. It is
you who must save me from him. Itis
you who must also save wme my princi-
pality. Oh, they envy me, these poor
people, because I am a princess, be-
cause 1 dwell in the tinsel glitter of the
court. Could they but know how i en-
vy their lives. their homes, their hum-
ble ambitions! Believe me, monsieur,
as yet I love no man. But that is no
reason why I should link my life to
that of 2 man to whom virtue in a wo-
man means nothing. He caused my
mother great sorrow. He came be-
tween her and my father. He spoiled
her life. Now he wisnes to spoil mine.

o prince will be in Brussels. You are
P ata to come in his stead.”

Dot 1 will not bave it so. I will give

Among the commoners |
I who wonld dare?

CHAPTER V.
Hillars went to the sideboard and
emptied balf a glass of brandy. Com-
ing back to his chair, he remained in a

reverie for a short time. Then he re-!
sumed his narrative:

The princess looked up into my face |
and smiled.

“Yes; thenee to France. Al 1 could |
oo alone.  But lisien. monsieur. Above
all things there must be a seandal. A
princess elopes with an American ad-
venturer.  The will withdraw |

* his snit.  The king may or may not for- }
ive me, but 1 will risk it. He is Stillle
qmewhat fond of me notwithstanding |
thie worry 1 have caused him. 'l"uis!
1s the only method by whieh 1

ey convinee him how ddtestable this
evonweent is to me. Yet my freedom
i= 1:ove to we than my prineipality
et the Ling bestow it upon whom he
1 <hall become a teacher of lan-
iazes or something of that sort. 1
s<hall be free and bappy. Oh. you will
have a merry tale to tell, a merry ad-
venture. You will return to your coun-
try. You will be the envy of your com-
You will recount at your

prince

St

patriots.
clubs a story suech as men read, but
never bear told.”  She was growing a

The Best Plaster.

A piece of flannel dampened with
Chamberlain’s Pain Balm and bound to
the affected parts is superior to any
plaster. When troubled with lame back
or paina in the side or chest, giveita
trial and you are certain to be more than
blessed with the prompt relief which it
affords. Pain Balm also cures rheuma
tism. One application gives relief. For
sale hy Wight & Bro, and all medicine
deal« 1s.

~1t hysterical. As she looked at me she
saw that my face was grave.

“Is there no other way?" 1 asked.
“Can it not be accomplished without
seandal ¥

“No. There must be scandal. Other-
wise I should be brought back and for-
given. and no one would know. In a
certain sense [ am valuable. The Ho-
henphalians love me. I am something
of an idol to them. The king appreci-
ates my rule. It gives him a knowl-
edge that there will be no internal
troubles in Hohenphalia so long as
matters stand as they now do. Still,

there are limits to the king’'s patience,
and | am about fo try them severely.
But monsieur hesitates. He will with-
draw his promise.”

*No, your highness.” said 1. “I have
given my word. As for the seandal, it
is not for myself that I care. It will be
a jolly adventure for me, and then I
shall have such a clever story to tell
my friends at the clubs.”

She saw that I was offended. “For-
give me, monsieur. [ know that you
would do no such thing. But let me
explain to you. At the station we will
be intercepted by two trusted and high
officials at court.”

“What!” [ exclaimed.
know ¥”

“No. but I'shall write 1o them anony-
mously. the note to be placed in their
hands immediately we leave the prem-

I looked at the woman in
“But this is madness!” 1 eried.

“Directly you will see the method: in
the madness. Without their knowing
there could be no scandal. They will
try to stop us. You will overpower and
bind them. There will also be several
other witnessos wheo will not be par-
ticipants. Through will be-
come known that 1 have eloped with

“Do they

-

wonder.

Yoapg Bt
al 2.3 1

| eome.

an Ameriean. Oh. it is a well laid
plan’ ’

“Bu
nysce
net v
had | o2 - \

"Nt Tk Mo Wi happen.
Mons.. ... g T “ahed ~=~gh
hand when tie carriage door is open-
| ed. You will say: ‘1 am'a desperate

man. One of you bind the ofher or 1
fire” It will be done. 7o will spring
upon the remaining one. and 1 will help
you to bind him likewise. Ob, you will
accomplish it well. You are a strong
man. Moreover, you are rapid.”

I sat in my chair. speechless. Here
was a woman of details. I bad never
met one before.

“Well, does monsieur -accept‘the ad-
venture or does he politely decline?”
There was a subtle taunt in her tones.

.. oetd
W T OLLOW

sotts a1

That decided me. £ g A
“Your highness, I should be happy to
ph g PO sWEeSS

grace any gatBering. kingly or other-

rank was a gentleman. one who would
wise. My word was suflicient.

|

I Enew |

before i :i.\'lim"-you that you would |

we—that is. you and I -will be on the

way to the Freteh frontier.

ever in vour delje.”
Silence fell npon us.

Twenty-four howurs from now |
I shall be |

I knew that 1!

loved her with a’love that was burning |

i

me up, vnnsnmiin;.' me.
ture was all s
prosaic times! * And so full of the

charm of mystery was she that 1 had

ot heen a man, not to have fallen a |
- : e - egea= ]
What jpossibilities suggested |

vietim
themselves to mé as on we rode! Once
acrass the frontier 1 should be free to
confess my love for her. A princess?
What that?  She would be only a
woman —-the woman 1 loved. [ trem-
bled. Romething might happen so that
she would have to turn to me.  If the
king refused to' forgive her. she was
mine!  Ah. that] plain carriage held a
wonderful (h'vau:} that night. At length
—too shiortly for{ me—the vehicle drew
up in front of iy hotel. As | was
about to alight her hand stretehed to-
ward me. But jnstead of Kissing it 1
pressed my lipsi on her round white

arm. As thougli my lips burned, she |

drew back.

“Have a care., monsieur;
care,” she said icily.
to be won.”

1 stammered an apology and stepped
out. Then 1 heard a low lanzh. “Good
night. Mr. Hillars. You are a brave
gentieman!”

The door closed: and the vehliicle sped
away into the darkness. 1 stood look-
ing after it, bewildered. Her last
words were spoker} in pure English.

With the following evening came the
dinner, and 1 as a guest—a nervous,
self conscious guest who started at ev-
ery footstep. 1 was® presented to the
king, who eyed mp curiously. Seeing
that I wore a mediil such as his chan-
cellor gives to men who sometimes do
his country service, hie spoke to me and
inquired how I hiad-obtained it. It was
an affair similar to. the Balkistan, only
there was not an army. but a mob. The
princess was enchanting. [ grew reek-
less and let her read my eyes more
than once, but she pretended not to see
what was in them.. At dinner a toast
was given to hix mgjesty. It was made
with those steins 1 showed you. Jack.

The princess said- softly to me, Kiss-
ing the rim of the stein <he beld. ="My
toast is not to the king. but to the gen-
tleman!” 1 had both steins bundled up
and left with the host together with
my address.

It was not long arter that the event-
ful moment for our flight arrived. I
knew that I was basely to abuse -the
hospitality of the king. Buf what is a
king to a man in love? Presently we
two were alone in the garden, the prin-
cess and myself.. She was whispering
instructions. telling me that 1 was a
man of courage.

“It is not too late to hack out,” she
said.

have
“Such a kiss bas

“I would face a thousand kings rath-

er,” I replied.

We conld see at the gate the carriage
which was to take wus to the station.
Now came the moment when [ was
tried by the crucible and found to be
dross. [ committed the most foolish
blunder of my life. My love suddenly
overieaped its bounds. In a moment
my arms were around her lithe body;
my lips met hers squarely. After it
was done she stood very still, as if in-
capable of understanding my offense.
;ut I understood. I was overwhelmed
xith remorse, love and regret. I had
nade impossible what might have
Jeen.

“Your highness.,” 1 eried, “I could
not help it! Before God I could not!
It is because 1 love you better than
anything in the world—you cannot be
of it—and all this is impossible, this
going away together.”

Her bosom heaved, and her eyes
flashed like a heated summer sky.

No one can reasonably hope for gcod
bealth unless his bowels move once eac
day. When this is notutanded to, dis-
orders of the stomach arise, biliousness,
headache, dyspepsia and piles soon fol-
low. If you wish to avoid these ailments
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